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EDITORIAL 


“Architecture for 
Presbyterian Worship” 


This is the title of a timely article in the Sep- 
tember 15th issue of Presbyterian Life written 
by the Reverend Professor James Hastings 
Nichols of the University of Chicago. This fol- 
lows an earlier REPORT ON THE ARCHI- 
TECTURAL SETTING OF PRESBYTERIAN 
WORSHIP prepared for and presented to the 
Presbytery of Chicago by a committee consist- 
ing of the best historians in that Presbytery, 
such as Professor Nichols and Professor Trin- 
terude. This report is used in the class work 
at McCormick Theological Seminary, and has 
been used in a smaller degree by the writer at 
Columbia Theological Seminary. A copy was 
mailed to our Secretary of Church Architecture 
in the Board of Church Extension. 


In these and other matters we have no desire 
to be lords over other men’s faith. We emphati- 
cally disapprove of heteronomy. But in_ the 
Church of the living God, autonomy is not less 
to be rejected. One is our Master, even Christ. 


Slavery to Christ alone is the true and only 


freedom of the human soul. We do stand for 
Theonomy, and seek to bear our testimony to 
the truth of God. If so far as any and every- 
thing we mention in these matters is our own, 
let it fall to the ground and be forgotten. In 
so far as we bear witness to the truth of God 
as He has revealed it in the Word of which 
Jesus Christ is the theme, in so far as the history 
of the Church and particularly our Presbyterian 
heritage has clarified that truth we beg our 
brethren to heed NOT BECAUSE IT IS OUR 
TESTIMONY BUT BECAUSE IT IS GOD’S 
TRUTH. 


Dr. Hasting’s article calls attention to some 
three features of architecture befitting Presby- 
terian Worship. A complete editorial should be 
devoted to each of these items. Briefly, they 
are: first, that we gather around the Table of 
the Lord to celebrate a sacrificial meal, to enjoy 
the holy communion God has established with 
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His people by the one sacrifice of Christ of- 
fered once for all. We do not come to an altar 
to offer a sacrifice to propitiate an unreconciled 
God. 


Secondly, the ground around the Table of 
the Lord is level. “The pastor who presides is 
not a mediating priest and he ought not to be 
forced to symbolize that he is by ministering 
in a long chancel in which he alone comes to 
the altar or Table at its head. God’s people 
have a right to the Table of their heavenly 
Father and ought to come to that Table either 


by gathering directly about the Table — as was 


done at the World Council in Amsterdam — 
or else by having their representatives the elders 
(and for the offering plate the deacons) come 
all the way to that Table. 


Thirdly, it is un-Presbyterian to attach God’s 
presence and power to a particular place or 
object such as an altar or an icon. The popular 
“pictures” of Christ are described by Dr. Jen- 
kins of Chicago as “icons of the liberal Jesus.” 


God has forbidden us to make any representa- 
tion of Himself and bow down ourselves to it. 
We understand this to forbid the use of a so- 


called picture of Jesus as a worship center, as 


a wallet card for devotional purposes, or as a 
picture thrown upon a screen in connection with 
a dedication service. Instead it has pleased God 
to reveal Himself in that He the Word became 
flesh. God the Word reveals Himself in the 
incarnation, crucifixion and _ resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. Neither by bowing down to pic- 
tures of Jesus as a mere human hero, nor by 
philosophizing about Christ as a mere phantom 
or idea, but by the preaching of the Word of the 
Cross it pleases God to save. We are ambassa- 
dors of God proclaiming His message: we are 
reconciled to God by the death of His Son. 


Christ reveals His salvation to us by the 
preaching of this Word, by sealing the Gospel 
with the sacraments, as the Holy Spirit accom- 
panies and uses the God ordained means of 
grace. The gracious Lord Jesus has issued a 
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warning against those who disregard even the 
least of God’s commandments — or who teach 
men so. How about the Second Command- 
ment? “If ye love ME, ye will keep MY com- 
mandments.”’ W.C.R. 


Joy vs. Sorrow 


The Gospel is preached to bring both sorrow 
and joy—sorrow for sin and joy for forgiveness. 


Paul told the Corinthian Christians: “For 
godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation, 
not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the 
world worketh death.” 


The paradox that sorrow can eventuate in 
joy while a world-inspired joy ends in sorrow 
is but one of many such truths to be found in 
the Bible. 


One of the results of Bible study is the seeing 
of one’s self as God sees us. This brings con- 
viction of sin with accompanying sorrow for 
sin, and if this is followed by turning to Christ 
for forgiveness, joy is the end result. 


Woe to the man who finds his joy in that 
which this world alone has to offer for such 
joy turns to co and to a sorrow which ends 
only in death. 


The Gospel is rightly called the ‘““Good News’’ 
for in it man finds the right perspective between 
this life and the next; between himself and his 
God; between joy and sorrow. 


Introspection can become morbid, but a self- 
judgment which is the work of God’s Holy 
Spirit, is « healthy exercise. David was convicted 
of sin and cried out for forgiveness and that 
there might be restored to him the joy of God’s 
salvation. 


God wants us to be happy, but that happiness 
must be in and from Him. L.N.B. 


J estitlessinn and the Children 
of The Covenant 


Justification by God’s sovereign grace received 
by faith in Jesus Christ alone is the cardinal 
doctrine and the touchstone of the Reformation. 
Whenever the salvation of the children of the 
covenant is presented in such a way as seems 
to upset this great reality, uncertainty and con- 


fusion ensue. Some modify their Reformation 
heritage, others become Baptists. The Reforma- 
tion sees salvation as a very personal relation 
with the gracious God, Who stooped for our 
salvation all the way to the Cross on Calvary 
and awakened faith in our hearts by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. It sees this faith as a per- 
sonal conscious response of trust in -God Who 
has come to us in Christ and Who forgives 
our sins for Christ’s sake. Saving grace and 
responding faith are both personal and con- 
scious. How are we to relate thereto the bap- 
tism of the infant children of the covenant? 


In baptism God is the primary doer. He 
acts in sealing upon the baptized an assurance 
that he is heir to the promises of the covenant 
of grace. In the case of believers, baptism is 
a confirmation of all the promises of the 
covenant, but it is especially a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith they already have. In 
the case of the children of the covenant, God 
thereby seals upon these His covenant promises, 
included in which is the assurance that He will 
bring these children, whose adoption into His 
family the Father declares in baptism, to future 
faith, repentance and forgiveness. 


Calvin does not present the baptism of be- 
lievers and of their infant seed as in every re- 
spect the same. He says that the circumcision 
of Abraham did not mean exactly the same 
thing to the believing father as it did to Isaac 
his infant son, Commentary on Romans 4.11. 
As was true in circumcision, so these children 
of the covenant are baptized INTO FUTURE 
REPENTANCE AND FAITH. For though 
these graces have not yet been formed in them, 
the seeds of both are nevertheless implanted in 
their hearts by the secret operation of the Spirit, 
Institutes IV.xvi.20. In the Geneva Catechism, 
333, distinction is made between the faith and 
repentance required of us for baptism in that 
this must go before the sacrament in the case 
of those of age and discretion, but for little 
children it is sufficient that they show forth 
these fruits of baptism when they come to age. 


Again, while for Calvin the children of the 
covenant are acknowledged by God as His chil- 
dren as soon as they are born and are assured 
of their adoption as the people and family of 
God by baptism, yet he asserts that our chil- 
dren “are born sinners as both David and Paul 
affirm,” IV.xvi.17, and “even infants themselves 
bring their own condemnation into the world 
with them, who, though they have not yet pro- 
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duced the fruits of their iniquity, yet have the 
seed of it within them,” IV.xv.10. 


Further, for Calvin the promise sealed in 


baptism both for adult and for infant is the 
forgiveness of sins and the imputation of Christ’s 
righteousness, IV.xv.1,10; 1V.xvi.3, 4. The prom- 
ise is the same in both, including the paternal 
favour of God, the remission of sins and eternal 
life. The infants of believing parents ‘‘also 
receive righteousness, such as the people of God 
may obtain in this life, that is ONLY BY IM- 
PUTATION, because the Lord in His mercy 
accepts them as righteous, IV.xv.10. In_ line 
with Calvin, Professor E. Boehl writes: 


“The growing young Christian was righteous 
by imputation but original sin remained.” “This 
is in accordance with sound pedagogical prin- 
ciples to behold the full and perfect guarantee, 
the unrestrained and gracious privilege of being 
received into the covenant, of being made an 
heir ef God and joint-heir with Christ 
and on the other hand to regard the same child 
as impius, and permit his justification to come 
in the course of his life.” “From the 
earliest times of the Reformation no one thought 
of impairing the dectrine of justification by a 
baptism operating opus operatum. With them, 
baptism was much rather an act coming within 
the life of the individual, and the regeneration 
promised in baptism was a sincere promise on 
God’s part. But this was in no way prejudicial 
to the other truth that the subject of baptism 
lives within the Church as an impius (ungodly 
person) until God actually justifies him, that 
is, gives him the Spirit, and the man learns to 
understand by faith that God is_ reconciled 
through Christ.” The Reformed Doctrine of 
Justification, pp.219-220,225-226. 

Similarly, Principal John Macleod sets forth 
the Scottish Theelc gy, ». 304, as teaching that 
in the case of the children of the covenant 

“their baptism can be regarded as in the full 

sense a seal cf their oneness with Christ only 
when they indeed take His yoke upon them. 
Then and not until then have they the right- 
eousness of faith of which their baptism is a 
seal.” 

The covenant of grace holds all these blessed 
facts in itself. We and our children are fallen, 
sinful, guilty. Our righteousness before God in 
this life is never that of our own works nor our 
infused goodness. It is always the righteousness 
of Christ imputed to us and received by faith 
alone. We are brought to this faith in Christ 
by the work of the Holy Spirit. Accordingly, 
we and our children need the cleansing blood 
of Jesus Christ and the renewing grace of the 
Holy Spirit. As children of the covenant, we 
and our children need faith and repentance or 
conversion. And as Calvin said, this faith and 
repentance generally come after the baptism of 
the child of the covenant. “Whom He called, 
them He also justified.” W.C.R. 
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Throttling Evangelical Radio 


A radiant-faced woman with resolution in 


her eyes made her way through the crowd to. | 
wards the platform from which I had just de. | 


livered a missionary message at Winona Lake. 
She introduced herself, and in a humble way 


expressed her gratitude to me as President of the © 
_ NAE for what the organization had done for her | 
Rev. Walter E. Meier, in | 
his famous radio ministry in “Bringing Christ — 


late husband, the 


to the Nation.” 


You may remember that in 1943 an attempt — 
was made to legislate that no time could be © 
purchased for religious broadcasting. Sustaining ~ 


time only was to be allocated to certain recog- 
nized religious bodies. 


The NAE, though only © 
an infant organization at that time, interceded © 
as a voice through its affiliate organization, the © 
National Religious Broadcasters and freedom to — 


purchase time for broadcasting the evangelical — 


message was maintained. 


What would our nation have been today had 
not there been since 1943 thirteen years of — 


broadcasts such as the Lutheran Hour, the Old © 


Fashioned Revival Hour, Back to the Bible, 
Showers of Blessing, Revival Time, the Hour 


of Decision, the Light and Life Hour, and lit- . 


erally thousands of local broadcasts which have 


helped to soften this skeptical and materialistic 


age so that God’s Holy Spirit could work in 
the hearts of men through the er of the 
Word? 


About six months ago another attempt was 
initiated in a more subtle manner by the broad- 
casting and film commission of the National 
Council of Churches to eliminate paid time for 
religious broadcasting and telecasting. This 
commission has circularized Congress and the 
broadcasting ccmpanies and most local broad- 
casting stations suggesting that all religious 
broadcasts be on a sustaining basis and that 


special consideration be given the Council of © 


Churches, national and local. This means that: 


1. It would put off the air hundreds of re- 
ligious broadcasts. There is not enough free 
time for those now buying time. 


2. It would allow the Council of Churches, 
which many times is not sympathetic to evan- 
gelical broadcasters, the control of time allo- 
cated. 


3. It would take away religious freedom in 
America both cn the lecal and national level if 


time could not be purchased on an equal basis 


with business. 


4. It is easily understood that free time given 
by radio stations is not always the best time for 
religious broadcasting. 
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5. It will, if passed, deprive evangelicals of 
evangelizing by usage of the radio. We must 
remember that New Testament evangelism was 
not based upon the allocation of privilege to 
the largest religious body, but upon the fact 
that men were lost in sin and the message of 
salvation was to be made known to all mankind. 


Our freedom is at stake in the U.S.A. We 
have rallied to protect the principles of democ- 
racy of peoples in other parts of the world, now 
we must protect our own religious freedom. The 
NAE is attempting to do this for all evangelical 


broadcasts and telecasts whether members of — 
NAE ornot. ... 


This is not a time for wishful thinking, hop- 
ing that everything will turn out all right! We 
must arise in the strength of the evangelical 
witness and recognize that Freedom is Every- 
body’s Business, especially among evangelicals. 


We are praying that this national appeal to 
all NAE members and friends will have a large 
enough response to fight this battle of liberty 


and freedom to a successful conclusion. 


“Keep the Channels Open for Evangelicals.” 


—Paul P. Petticord, President NAE 


THE TOWER BABEL 


By J. V. N. Talmage, D.D. 


Although the writer has always recognized 
the historicity of the story of the Tower of Babel, 
it was not until this spring that he could find 
anything in the archeological field which an- 
swered the Biblical description. The reason for 
this was that until the chronological place of 
the FLOOD was firmly established in archeo- 
logical sequence there was no clue as to where 
to hunt for the Tower of Babel. 


When_ geological and archeological data 
proved without the slightest doubt that the 
FLOOD of Noah must’ have occurred about 
7000 years ago, not long before the Jemdet Nasr 
cultural era, the time had come to keep an 
eye open for the Tower. In reading Dr. V. G. 
Childe’s valuable book, “New light on the Most 
Ancient East, a reference was found to a plat- 
form which Dr. Langdon discovered in the 
mound at Jemdet Nasr, that was 200 by 300 
meters in size. Upon it were the foundations 
of a building 92 by 48 meters, which was dubbed 


a palace at first; but later that explanation was 
rejected when the name of God was found writ- . 


ten in it. 


Its purpose remains a mystery to the arche- 
ologists, but to us it strongly suggests the long 
lost Tower of Babel. Miss Ann Perkins of Yale 
University, an archeological expert, notes that 
in the construction burnt and unburnt brick 


were used. 


As far as he knows the writer is the first to 
make this identification, though of course he 
has no positive proof as yet that this was the 
real Tower of Babel, described in the Bible. 
But in every way it answers to the need. The 
writer has not seen Dr. Langdon’s original re- 
port, which is in German, but he is sure that 
a careful study of this report by one who reads 
German will be helpful. 
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Here are some of the relevant facts in iden- 
tifying the ‘Tower:— 


1. The timing is right. It was long enough 
after the FLOOD for men to have multiplied, 
and was just before the great dispersion. 


2. The location is good. The place seems 
to be centrally located amid Jemdet Nasr set- 
tlements. Some were 150 miles to the south and 
others as far to the north. 


3. What we know about the construction 
fits the Biblical description, but more details 


needed. 


4. Unlike other identificaticns for the tower 
the foundations though large do not support 
a high building. This suggests something hap- 
pened, leaving it incomplete. 


5. The place was never occupied again and 
the name forgotten. 


6. So far there is no other brickwork that 
can compete for the dishonor. If any one of 
the readers knows of a competing location, the 
Journal would like to know about it. 


In conclusion we may state that until this 
mvsterious brickwork is explained, any one 
is foclhardy to call the story of the Tower of 
Babel a myth. 


Unless one has worked in foreign lands he 
cannot realize the great importance of the Bib- 
lical record of the Tower of Babel and the en- 
suing confusion of tongues. The Bible thus 
impresses upon us two important facts which 
enable us to appraise correctly race relation- 
ships. On the one hand it contradicts an im- 
pulse of the human heart to think his own 
race is superior, by showing that all races have 
come from one family, in spite of differences — 
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of language, culture and physical features. On 
the other hand it disapproves the ideas that 
some men have of a one-world government un- 
der the control of a few, by showing that racial 
and language barriers were set up by Divine 
intervention in order to preserve local freedom. 
This does not mean that all the present lan- 
guages and races were suddenly differentiated 
at Babel, but that the divisions and dispersion 
begun there have led to the diversified world 
we know today. God has seen fit to preserve 
in a marvelous way this vital story for us. 


Several years ago, during a young people’s 
conference, the writer attended a class taught 
by a young preacher from the southwest. AIl- 
though the preacher himself had no faith in 
the historicity of the early part of the Bible, 
he taught the young people the story of the 
Tower of Babel, explaining everything in a 
naturalistic way, drawing mostly on his own 
vivid imagination. After the class he told the 
writer he thought that the story of the Tower 


of Babel an< preceding chapters of Genesis were 
“myths.” 


Sir Leonard Woolley, the great archeologist, 
in his fine little book, “Ur of the Chaldees,” 
claims that the eight feet of silt found on the 
lower part of the mound of Ur were left by the 
FLOOD of Noah, and that the great Ziggurat 
at Babylon “in Hebrew tradition became the 
‘Tower of Babel.” These two events were per- 
haps four thousand years apart, at least, and 
Woolley’s identifications, though absolutely 
false, are given as examples of loose statements 
made by otherwise great men. Such errors are 
often quoted by the unwary and uninformed, 
as in the October 29th issue of Time (page 50). 


One cannot condemn the preacher from the 
southwest for not knowing much about the 
archeological background of the Tower of Babel, 
but was he justified in classifying the story to 
young people as a myth merely because of his 
own complete. ignorance? 


Prophetic Ministry 


I Kings 22:1-40 
By Rev. Everett K. Brown 


Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church 
Alexandria, Va. 


Why did you come to church this morning? 
Did you come automatically? Is going to church 
on Sunday morning just a habit with you? Did 
you come because the children wanted to come 
and you had to bring them, so in order to 
save trips you decided to come to church? Did 
you come just to get away from home and some 
of your home chores? Did you come to meet 
some friendly people and to see your friends? 
Or, did you come to worship God? I am told 
that: 


Some people go to church for the walk, 
Others go to gossip and talk. 

Some go to church to sleep and nod, 
And others go to worship God. 


I think that you will agree with me that 
the purpose of this service, and the reason why 
we are here is to worship God. True worship 
involves a revelation of God to man and a 
response on the part of man to that revelation. 
True worship is a divine-human encounter with 
man making a response to the encounter. This 
is vividly illustrated in the sixth chapter of 
Isaiah. In this chapter the Prophet Isaiah de- 
scribes his conversion. In the year that King 
Uzziah died Isaiah saw the Lord sitting upon 
a throne, high and lifted up. The seraphim 
cried, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts: 
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the whole earth is full of his glory.’’ Isaiah saw 
God exalted and holy. Then he looked at him- 
self and recognized his own unholiness, and 
confessed, ““Woe is me! for I am undone; be- 
cause I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell 
in the midst of a people of unclean lips:”. After 
confessing his sin Isaiah was forgiven and _ his 
sin purged away. Then he heard the voice of 
the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send,”’? and 
Isaiah responded, “‘Here am I; send me.” In 
this conversion experience of Isaiah, we have 
the pattern for worship. True worship is an 
experience in which we are confronted by God, 
and in which we respond to that confrontation. 


I come to church to worship. I come to 
church hoping for and expecting some new 
knowledge or some new insight, or some new 
understanding of God and His will. I come 
expecting a revelation of God which will enable 
me to see myself as I am, and will enable me 
to accept His gracious gifts and be transformed 
into the likeness of His Son, Jesus Christ. My 
coming here may be habit. It may be auto- 


matic, like eating and drinking. Nevertheless, | 


I come here for that spiritual nourishment with- 
out which I cannot live. I come here not just 


because my children want to come. I come 


because I want my children to know and love 
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Jesus Christ. I do not come here because it 
makes me feel good. I come because it offers 
the only way I know to make me good. 


If the church is truly the church, and if it 
is truly the body of Jesus Christ, it will be a 
fellowship of believers in which people worship 
God. If we are to worship God, it is imperative 
that the church enable us to see God and to 
know Him. Therefore, I want and I expect 
the church to offer a prophetic ministry. In 
] Kings 22, we have recorded for us an incident 
which underscores the nature of a_ prophet’s 
ministry and the temptation which the prophet 
faces. 


WHAT Is A PROPHETIC MINISTRY? 


What do we mean when we speak of a pro- 
phetic: ministry? In I Kings 22, we have an 
account of the events which took place near 
the end of Ahab’s reign as the king of Israel. 
The account also underscores for us the func- 
tion of the prophets and the nature of their 
ministry. 


The Assyrian menace had passed with the 
Battle of Karkar. King Ahab of Israel was free 
to make war on Benhadad, the king of Syria. 
Benhadad had taken Ramoth-gilead from Omri, 
Ahab’s father. So Ahab summoned his vassal 
Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah, to Samaria and 
proposed that they retake Ramoth-gilead. 
Jehoshaphat was agreeable to the proposition, 
but he insisted that Ahab enquire at the word 
of the Lord. Jehoshaphat wanted to know if 
this alliance and venture was God’s will. Ahab 
summoned the prophets. There were about 
four hundred of them, and he asked, “Shall I 
go against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall 
I forbear?” And the four hundred prophets with 
one voice said: “Go up; for the Lord shall de- 
liver it into the hand of the king.” Zedekiah, 
one of the prophets made horns of iron and 
said, ““Thus saith the Lord, With these shalt 


thou push the Syrians, until thou have con- 


sumed them.” And again the prophets said, 
“Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and prosper: for the 
Lord shall deliver it into the king’s hand.” 


The primary task of the prophets was not 
to predict future events. The prophets did fore- 
tell things that would come to pass, because 
they could see that to follow a certain. course 


would lead inevitably to certain results. When 


Jehoshaphat asked Ahab to enquire of the Lord, 
his question was, “Is this God’s will?” 


The Hebrew word which is translated ‘ ‘proph- 
et” literally means ‘‘one who speaks for God.” 
The prophet therefore was the person through 
whom God spoke to the people. Through the 
prophets God made known his will to men. 


Therefore, the prophet began his a with, | 


“Thus saith the Lord.” 
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A prophetic ministry is one that declares 
the Word of God. A prophetic ministry is one 
which makes God and His will known. A pro- 
phetic ministry proclaims the Word made flesh. 
I would not be so presumptuous as to stand 
before you, or any other congregation, and 
preface my own words with “Thus saith the 
Lord.” Nevertheless, there is need today for 
prophetic ministry. There is a need for a mes- 
sage which can be prefaced with “Thus saith 
the Lord.” Everett Brown has no word of wis- 
dom or advice which would be of any value 
to you. IT have no right to occupy this holy 
place and talk about what I think is true or 
right. For at best it would be trivial. We need 
a prophetic ministry. Therefore, we need to 
hear’ a word which is rooted and grounded in 
God’s Word. We need to hear, not trivial 
human words, but the Word of God. So as a 
minister of the Gospel, it is my duty and privi- 
lege to proclaim the message of the Bible which 
is the Word of God, the only infallible rule 
of faith and practice. 


A prophetic ministry is one which enables 
people to see God, to know God, and to love 
God. It is a ministry which reveals God, what 
God has done, and what God is doing. A pro- 
phetic ministry is one which heralds the “Good 
News” that God was in Christ —e the 
world to himself. 


Ian Maclaren in his book, Beside the Bonnie 
Briar Bush, tells of a young minister who had 
been graduated with honors from a School of 
Theology. He returned to his home church 
to preach his first sermon. The sermon he had 
prepared for the occasion was a scholarly dis- 
cussion of higher criticism and intricate the- 
ological propositions. His mother was dead, so 
he was staying in the home of his aunt. On 
the eve of the Sunday before he was to preach 
his first sermon, his aunt said, ““Laddie, I hope 
you have remembered your mother’s wish.” He 
then remembered the words which his mother 
had spoken to him from her death bed. She 
had said, “Laddie, say a good word for Jesus 
Christ.” -The lamp light shone from the win- 
dow of his room for many hours that Saturday 
night. The manuscript of the sermon he had 
prepared was burned in the fireplace one page 
at a time. A new sermon was prepared, and 
on the Lord’s Day in the village church the 
worshippers heard the young minister proclaim 


the Word of God, the Word made flesh, even 


Jesus Christ our Saviour. This is_ prophetic 


preaching. 


THE DANGER OF LOSING A PROPHETIC MINISTRY 


Next, our Scripture underscores the fact that 
not everyone who says “Thus saith the Lord” 
is a true prophet. Jehoshaphat was not con- 
vinced that the word which Zedekiah and the 
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other prophets had spoken was the true Word 
of God. Jehoshaphat knew that the prophetic 
office was being prostituted by false prophets 
who gathered in the court of the king and spoke 
words pleasing to the ears of the king, instead 
of the Word of God. So he asked Ahab if 
there was not another prophet of the Lord of 
whom he might enquire. Ahab replied, “There 
is one more, Micaiah Ben Imlah, but I hate 
him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning 
me, but evil.” An officer of the king was dis- 
patched to get Micaiah Ben Imlah. The mes- 
senger advised Micaiah to join the chorus of 
the four hundred prophets and say what the 
king wanted to hear. 


Apparently the messenger was more interested 
in pleasing the king than he was in the Word 
of God. The messenger wanted the prophet 
to give divine sanction to what the king wanted 
to do, instead of proclaiming what God wanted 


the king to do. Likewise, we may not like the 


Word of God. In fact, we do not like it because 
it cuts directly across the grain of our human 
nature. The Word of God is not popular. The 
Word of God and the Gospel do not make 
people feel good. The Word of God measures 
our lives and our thinking and what we are 
by God’s standards. It is a message which is 
not intended to make you feel good. It is a mes- 
sage which can make you good. It is not in- 
tended to salve your conscience. It is designed 
to bring your life into conformity with God’s 


will and enable you to accept the forgiveness 


that God freely gives those who confess their 
sins. It is not a message which is designed to 
give divine sanction to what you want to do 
or think. It is a message which can transform 
your life and enable you to say, “Not my will, 
but thine be done.” 


The Christian church has always faced the 
danger of losing her prophetic ministry. There 
is the danger that her voice will speak for the 


State or for some dominant class or group. 


There is always the danger that the church will 
accommodate her message to human standards 
and conform to this world instead of proclaim- 
ing the Word of God which alone can transform 
the world. People expect it. They want to dic- 
tate the terms of their surrender to God. But 
we don’t come to God on any terms other than 
God's terms. We have heard “He who pays 
the fiddler, calls the tune.” And we use depart- 
ment store thinking in the church and say “the 
customer is always right.” These sayings cannot 
hold true in the church if the church is to have 
a prophetic ministry. The temptation to win 
approval and be accepted puts the church in 
constant danger of losing her prophetic min- 
istry. The temptation to win approval prompts 
the voice in the pulpit to say what people want 
to hear, instead of proclaiming the Word of 


God. We know that not everyone is receptive 
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to the Word of God and the Gospel. The Apos- _ 


tle Paul found that to some it was foolishness, — 


to others a stumbling block, to still others it — 
was nonsense, but to those who had ears to | 
hear and eyes to see, it was “the power of God © 
unto salvation.”” So when the church is tempted | 
to water down her message and accommodate — 


it to human standards, she must remember ~ 
that the only approval worthwhile is the ap- © 


proval of God. 


Our Lord warned his disciples to beware of 


false prophets. 


They may come in 


clothes, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. — 


You will know them by their fruit. 


SOME FAITHFUL PROPHETS 


The temptation to ignore God and bend to 
the wishes of man is real, but there are many 
faithful and true prophets who fearlessly pro- 
claim the Word of God without fear of con- 
sequences. 


When the messenger asked Micaiah to speak 
a good word to the king and join with the 
voices of the four hundred prophets and say 
what Ahab the king wanted to hear, Micaiah 
replied: “As the Lord liveth, what the Lord 
saith unto me, that will I speak.” Micaiah came 
before King Ahab of Israel and King Jehosha- 
phat of Judah. They were arrayed in their 
royal splendor, surrounded by their horsemen 
and chariots ready to march off to battle. Ahab 
asked Micaiah if they should go against Ramoth- 
gilead to battle or if they should forbear. Micaiah 
answered, “Go ahead and do what you will, for 
the Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the 
king.” But it was evident from the way Micaiah 
spoke that this was not the Word of God. Ahab 
rebuked him. Then Micaiah said, “I saw all 
Israel scattered upon the hills, as sheep that 
have not a shepherd: and the Lord said,. These 
have no master: let them return every man to 
his house in peace.” And Micaiah accused the 
four hundred prophets of being filled with a 
lying spirit. The faithful prophet Micaiah was 


bound and imprisoned. Ahab and Jehoshaphat 


went off to battle. Ahab tried to escape the 
fate foretold in the prophecy of Micaiah by 
disguising himself. However, he was killed by 
the arrow of an archer who shot without aim- 
ing. And the battle was lost. 


The Scriptures abound with examples of 
faithful prophets who have fearlessly proclaimed 
the unpopular Word of God. Amos, the shep- 
herd from Tekoa, was called by God to go up 
to Bethel and speak the Word of God. Amaziah, 
the priest at Bethel, tried to silence Amos. The 
Word of God which came from the lips of Amos 
made both priest and people uncomfortable. 
Amos said that God had judged Israel and found 
her wanting. He had measured her with a 
plumb line and found her out of line. There- 
fore, the land would be destroyed and laid 
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waste. Amaziah said, “Go to Judah and proph- 


esy there.” But Amos refused to be quieted, and 
| Word of God at 


continued to proclaim the 
Bethel. 


When Peter and John were imprisoned for 
preaching Jesus Christ the Saviour, they were 


J tried before the high priest and warned not 
¥to preach any more the name of Jesus. Peter 
J replied, “We cannot but speak the things tha 


we have both seen and heard.” | 
The history of the Christian church abounds 


+ with the testimony of faithful servants of God, 
4 who have resisted the temptation to speak what 
7} men wanted to hear and have faithfully pro- 
claimed the Word of God. 


In conclusion, we need a prophetic ministry 


+ today. I read recently of a statement made by 
a leader of an association for the advancement 


* of atheism in which he said that his organiza- 
7 tion was not having much success in winning 


new members and advancing atheism, because 


7) the preachers today are not preaching about 


sin and hell. Instead they are delivering nice 


J sugar-coated sermons from the pulpit which 


don’t leave people uneasy and restless. This 


enemy of the church indicts the pulpit for its 
+ loss of a prophetic ministry. 
our pulpits come words which are pleasing to 
+ human ears, and words which give divine sanc- 


From many of 


tion to what men want and do instead of words 


| which proclaim the Word of God. 


This is no day for trivial messages from the 


pulpit. This is no day for the voice of the 
)church to utter trite words. We need, and all 
the world needs to hear and respond to, the 
) life-giving Word of .God. The church must 


‘speak the Word of God clearly and distinctly — 


so that men will hear and respond with faith. 
The church must proclaim the Gospel, the good 
news of God’s self-disclosure and 


Thus saith the Lord: ‘All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned everyone unto 
his own way.” 


Thus saith the Lord: “All have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God.” 


Thus saith the Lord: “Behold the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” 


Thus saith the Lord: “Except ye repent and 
become as a little child, ye shall not enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven.” 


Thus saith the Lord: “Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavly laden, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
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is work in 
Jour behalf. The church must say “Thus saith 
the Lord,” and to be able to do so her messa 

_ must be rooted and grounded in the Bible. Then 
from the pulpit we will hear: 


you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls.” 


Thus saith the Lord: 
truth and the light.” 


“I am the way, the 


Thus saith the Lord: “This is my command- 
ment, that ye love one another, as I have 
loved you.” 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, December 2, John 12:35-46. Jesus 
has spoken of Himself as the Light of the World 
(8:12). He now warns His listeners to respond 
to Him while the opportunity remains (12:35- 
36). What results in the lives of those who do 
turn to Him (8:12; 12:36,46)? What will hap- 
pen to those who do not respond (v.48)? What 
has been the reaction of most of the Jews who 
have heard Christ (vv.37-40) ? What basis have 
they had for judging whether or not He was 
the Messiah (v.37)? What was true even of 
many of those who believed in Christ (vv.42- 
43)? Whenever the Gospel is preached the 
listener is forced to make a decision concerning 
Jesus Christ. Has Christ, who is the Light of 
the World, brought light into your life? 


Monday, December 3, John 1:1-14. List three 
facts mentioned about the Word in wv.1-2. Ac- 
cording to v.14, who is the Word? Have you 
realized that Jesus lived before He was born 
into the world (8:57-58)? What statements of 
Christ can you recall in which He claims to 
be God? Notice John 10:30;14:9. How do the 
statements about Christ in v.] tie in with the 
doctrine of the Trinity? Glance through Gene- 
sis’ 1:1-27 and then meditate on the fact men- 
tioned about Christ in John 1:3. How does 
the truth of v.3 heighten the great tragedy of 
vv.9-11? Here is the marvelous wonder of our 
salvation — the Creator becoming flesh to be 
crucified for our sins. - 


Tuesday, December 4, John 1:35-46. Observe 
how each person mentioned in this passage 

ins to follow Christ as he discovers some- 
thing of Who Jesus is. What insight of John 
the Baptist prompts two of his disciples to fol- 
low Christ (vv.35-37)? What conclusion does 
Andrew come to after spending the day with 
Jesus (v.41)? What effect does this discovery 


have upon Andrew’s brother, Simon Peter 


(vv.40-42) ? What conviction does following 
Jesus fix in Philip’s heart (vv.43-45)? How 
is Nathaniel’s skepticism turned to faith (vv.45- 
49)? Would Nathaniel have believed if Philip 
had not told him of Christ (vv.45,49) ? Would 
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other prophets had spoken was the true Word 
of God. Jehoshaphat knew that the prophetic 
office was being prostituted by false prophets 
who gathered in the court of the king and spoke 
words pleasing to the ears of the king, instead 
of the Word of God. So he asked Ahab if 
there was not another prophet of the Lord of 
whom he might enquire. Ahab replied, “There 
is one more, Micaiah Ben Imlah, but I hate 
him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning 
me, but evil.” An officer of the king was dis- 
patched to get Micaiah Ben Imlah. The mes- 
senger advised Micaiah to join the chorus of 
the four hundred prophets and say what the 
king wanted to hear. 


Apparently the messenger was more interested 
in pleasing the king than he was in the Word 
of God. The messenger wanted the prophet 
to give divine sanction to what the king wanted 
to do, instead of proclaiming what God wanted 
the king to do. Likewise, we may not like the 
Word of God. In fact, we do not like it because 
it cuts directly across the grain of our human 
nature. The Word of God is not popular. The 
Word of God and the Gospel do not make 
people feel good. The Word of God measures 
our lives and our thinking and what we are 
by God’s standards. It is a message which is 
not intended to make you feel good. It is a mes- 
sage which can make you good. It is not in- 
tended to salve your conscience. It is designed 
to bring your life into conformity with God's 
will and enable you to accept the forgiveness 
that God freely gives those who confess their 
sins. It is not a message which is designed to 
give divine sanction to what you want to do 
or think. It is a message which can transform 
your life and enable you to say, “Not my will, 
but thine be done.” 


The Christian church has always faced the 


danger of losing her prophetic ministry. There 
is the danger that her voice will speak for the 
State or for some dominant class or group. 
There is always the danger that the church will 
accommodate her message to human standards 
and conform to this world instead of proclaim- 
ing the Word of God which alone can transform 
the world. People expect it. They want to dic- 


tate the terms of their surrender to God. But. 


we don’t come to God on any terms other than 
God’s terms. We have heard “He who pays 
the fiddler, calls the tune.” And we use depart- 
ment store thinking in the church and say “the 
customer is always right.”” These sayings cannot 
hold true in the church if the church is to have 
a prophetic ministry. The temptation to win 
approval and be accepted puts the church in 
constant danger of losing her prophetic min- 
istry. The temptation to win approval prompts 


the voice in the pulpit to say what people want | 


to hear, instead of proclaiming the Word of 
God. We know that not everyone is receptive 
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to the Word of God and the Gospel. The Apos- 

tle Paul found that to some it was foolishness, — 
to others a stumbling block, to still others it — 
was nonsense, but to those who had ears to — 


hear and eyes to see, it was “the power of God © 


unto salvation.” So when the church is tempted | 
to water down her message and accommodate — 
she must remember — 


it to human standards, 
that the only approval worthwhile is the ap- 
proval of God. 


Our Lord warned his disciples to beware of 


false prophets. They may come in_ sheep’s 
clothes, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 
You will know them by their fruit. 


SOME FAITHFUL PROPHETS 


The temptation to ignore God and bend to 
the wishes of man is real, but there are many 
faithful and true prophets who fearlessly pro- 
claim the Word of God without fear of con- 
sequences. 


When the messenger asked Micaiah to speak 
a good word to the king and join with the 
voices of the four hundred prophets and say 
what Ahab the king wanted to hear, Micaiah 
replied: “As the Lord liveth, what the Lord 
saith unto me, that will I speak.’ Micaiah came 
before King Ahab of Israel and King Jehosha- 
phat of Judah. They were arrayed in their 
royal splendor, surrounded by their horsemen 
and chariots ready to march off to battle. Ahab 
asked Micaiah if they should go against Ramoth- 
gilead to battle or if they should forbear. Micaiah 
answered, “Go ahead and do what you will, for 
the Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the 
king.” But it was evident from the way Micaiah 
spoke that this was not the Word of God. Ahab 
rebuked him. Then Micaiah said, “I saw all 
Israel scattered upon the hills, as sheep that 


_have not a shepherd: and the Lord said, These 


have no master: let them return every man to 
his house in peace.”” And Micaiah accused the 
four hundred prophets of being filled with a 
lying spirit. The faithful prophet Micaiah was 
bound and imprisoned. Ahab and Jehoshaphat 
went off to battle. Ahab tried to escape the 
fate foretold in the prophecy of Micaiah by 
disguising himself. However, he was killed by 
the arrow of an archer who shot without aim- 
ing. And the battle was lost. | 


The Scriptures abound with examples of 
faithful prophets who have fearlessly proclaimed 
the unpopular Word of God. Amos, the shep- 
herd from Tekoa, was called by God to go up 
to Bethel and speak the Word of God. Amaziah, 
the priest at Bethel, tried to silence Amos. The 
Word of God which came from the lips of Amos 
made both priest and people uncomfortable. 
Amos said that God had judged Israel and found 
her wanting. He had measured her with a 
plumb line and found her out of line. There- 
fore, the land would be destroyed and laid 
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waste. Amaziah said, “Go to Judah and proph- 
esy there.” But Amos refused to be quieted, and 
continued to proclaim the Word of God at 
Bethel. 


When Peter and John were imprisoned for 
preaching Jesus Christ the Saviour, they were 
tried before the high priest and warned not 
to preach any more the name of Jesus. Peter 
replied, ““We cannot but speak the things that 
we have both seen and heard.” 


The history of the Christian church abounds 
with the testimony of faithful servants of God, 
who have resisted the temptation to speak what 
men wanted to hear and have faithfully pro- 
claimed the Word of God. 


today. I read recently of a statement made by 
a leader of an association for the advancement 


tion was not having much success in winning 
new members and advancing atheism, because 
the preachers today are not preaching about 
sin and hell. Instead they are delivering nice 
sugar-coated sermons from the pulpit which 
don’t leave people uneasy and restless. This 
enemy of the church indicts the pulpit for its 
loss of a prophetic ministry. From many of 
our pulpits come words which are pleasing to 
human ears, and words which give divine sanc- 
tion to what men want and do instead of words 
which proclaim the Word of God. 


. This is no day for trivial messages from the 
pulpit. This is no day for the voice of the 
3 church to utter trite words. We need, and all 
the world needs to hear and respond to, the 
' life-giving Word of God. The church must 
_ speak the Word of God clearly and distinctly 
so that men will hear and respond with faith. 
' The church must proclaim the Gospel, the good 
news of God’s self-disclosure and His work in 
our behalf. The church must say “Thus saith 
the Lord,” and to be able to do so her message 
must be rooted and grounded in the Bible. Then 
from the pulpit we will hear: 


Thus saith the Lord: “All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned everyone unto 
his own way.” 


come short of the glory of God.” 


Thus saith the Lord: “Behold the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the 
world.” 


3 


Thus saith the Lord: “Except ye repent and 
become as a little child, ye shall not enter 
the Kingdom of Heaven.” 


Thus saith the Lord: “Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavly laden, and I 
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon 
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In conclusion, we need a prophetic’ ministry | 


of atheism in which he said that his organiza- 


you, and learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls.” 


Thus saith the Lord: 


“I am the way, the 
truth and the light.” | 


Thus saith the Lord: “This is my command- 
ment, that ye love one another, as I have 
loved you.” 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, December 2, John 12:35-46. 
has spoken of Himself as the Light of the World 
(8:12). He now warns His listeners to respond 
to Him while the opportunity remains (12:35- 
36). What results in the lives of those who do 
turn to Him (8:12; 12:36,46)? What will hap- 
pen to those who do not respond (v.48) ? What 
has been the reaction of most of the Jews who 
have heard Christ (vv.37-40) ? What basis have 
they had for judging whether or not He was 
the Messiah (v.37)? What was true even of 
many of those who believed in Christ (vv.42- 
43)? Whenever the Gospel is preached the 
listener is forced to make a decision concerning 
Jesus Christ. Has Christ, who is the Light of 
the World, brought light into your life? 


Monday. December 3, John 1:1-14. List three 
facts mentioned about the Word in vwv.1-2. Ac- 
cording to v.14, who is the Word? Have you 
realized that Jesus lived before He was born 
into the world (8:57-58)? What statements of 
Christ can you recall in which He claims to 
be God? Notice John 10:30;14:9. How do the 
statements about Christ in v.1 tie in with the 
doctrine of the Trinity? Glance through Gene- 
sis 1:1-27 and then meditate on the fact men- 
tioned about Christ in John 1:3. How does 
the truth of v.3 heighten the great tragedy of 
vv.9-11? Here is the marvelous wonder of our 
salvation — the Creator becoming flesh to be 
crucified for our sins. “ 


Tuesday, December 4, John 1:35-46. Observe 
how each person mentioned in this passage 
begins to follow Christ as he discovers some- 
thing of Who Jesus is. What insight of John 
the Baptist prompts two of his disciples to fol- 
low Christ (vv.35-37)? What conclusion does 
Andrew come to after spending the day with 
Jesus (v.41)? What effect does this discovery 
have upon Andrew’s brother, Simon Peter 
(vv.40-42) ? What conviction does following 
Jesus fix in Philip’s heart (vv.43-45)? How 
is Nathaniel’s skepticism turned to faith (vv.45- 
49)? Would Nathaniel have believed if Philip 
had not told him of Christ (vv.45,49) ? Would 
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Andrew have believed without Peter’s witness 
(vv.40-41) ? Would John’s two disciples (vv.35- 
37) have been attracted to Jesus without v.36? 
Do you share with others what you personally 
have discovered about Jesus Christ? 


Wednesday, December 5, John 3:8-21. Verse 
16 contains the heart of this passage, but other 
verses help explain its meaning. What facts 
should a person accept if he is to believe in 
Christ (vv.16-18)? What point does Jesus make 
with Nicodemus concerning the way to become 
a Christian (vv.1-7)? Was Nicodemus a _ pro- 
fessingly religious man (v.1)? If a “religious” 
person has not been born of the Holy Spirit, 
can he have true faith in Christ (vv.3,5,7) ? 
What must a person’s attitude be toward sin 
(vv.19-20) ? What does v.36 say about personal 
commitment to Christ? True faith in Christ 
involves both a turning from sin and a per- 
sonal commitment of obedience to Christ. 


Thursday, December 6, John 4:27-38. Jesus 
is constantly trying to focus the eyes of the 
disciples upon spiritual realities. How does 
Jesus do this in terms of the food the disciples 
have brought (vv.8,31-34) ? With what are the 
disciples primarily concerned (vv.31,33) ? Jesus, 
like His disciples, has physical needs (vv.6-7), 
but His primary concern is for the spiritual 
needs of others. One example of His spiritual 
emphasis is found in His interview with the 
Samaritan woman (vv.7-26). So Jesus gives the 
testimony of v.34 and throws out the challenge 
of vv.35-38. Though you must spend much 
time and effort in providing the physical neces- 
sities of life, do you keep your eyes centered 


primarily on spiritual needs — both your own — 


and those of others? 


Friday, December 7, John 15:18-27. — Jesus : 


speaks to His disciples as though the normal — 


experience of the Christian will be opposition | 
from the world. What facts would He have | 


_ His disciples remember as they face opposition © 
(vv.18- -21)? If you do not encounter some Op- | 
position to your Christian testimony, could it — 


be that your life is too much of this world — 
(v.19)? What reason does Jesus point out for 


the coming of opposition (vv.19,21)? Observe — 
that opposition to Jesus was not due to any ~ 
faulty or unattractive presentation of the truth, © 
but simply to the holiness of His life and testi- — 
mony (vv.24-25). What does Christ provide to © 
hold and strengthen the Christian in time of © 
opposition (vv.26-27;16:7-11) ? Does your Chris. 
tian life have the cutting edge that causes others 


to think about their sins? 


Saturday, December 8, John 17:17-26. Verses — 
25-26 point up the striking difference between 


the disciples of Christ and the rest of the world. — 
It is in behalf of His disciples that Jesus gives 


Himself utterly and completely (v.19). Now — 
Jesus prays for them (v.9). that: (a) they may | ; 
be kept faithful (v.15), (b) they may be one © 
(vv.22-23), (c) others may believe 
their witness (vv.18,23a). The disciples can — 
be faithful, unified and able to win others only | 
as Christ’s nature and love abides in them — 
(vv.13b,21b,23a,26b). Can a person know God © 2 
except as He abides in Christ (vv.1-3,26)? Do _ 


you try to accomplish any phase of God’s work | 
apart from the presence of Christ? 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR DECEMBER 2 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER) 


“Tet Not Your Hearts Be Troubled” 


Background Scripture: John 14 
Devotional Reading: II Corinthians 4:7-15 


These are among the best-known and best loved words of Jesus. They are read at almost every [ 
funeral, and often when the pastor sits beside the sick, or is visiting in a home where there has| 


been some sorrow or bereavement. 


We live in a world full of trouble; “troubled on every side.” ‘Trouble, like a gloomy cloud) 


has gathered thick and thundered loud. How can we keep our hearts from quaking wath fear! . 


How can we keep these troubles from getting 
within? Our frail bark is being tossed to and 
fro by the winds and waves. How can we keep 
afloat? How can these angry waves be quieted? 
There is only one answer to these and other 
disturbing questions. It is the one given by 
Jesus when His disciples awakened Him when 
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He was asleep in the storm. “Peace, be still,” he : 
said, and the winds and the waves obeyed Him. — 
Whether it be a storm on the sea, or the storm 
in the breast of the man of Gadara, He can 


calm the storm. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN inal 


-*§ 
; 
we 
4 
@ 
€ 
a 
| 
| 


Paul knew something about storms: “Thrice 

I suffered shipwreck.” The worst storms which 
i had to face, however, were those caused by 
his persecutors. He says that they “are perse- 
cuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not 
destroyed”’ (see Devotional Reading). The Lord 
always stood by him, giving him grace to bear 
his troubles, and a peace which passed all under- 
standing. 


The disciples were troubled as they aiitiiaad 
in the upper room to keep the Passover. It may 
have been a somewhat vague feeling of some 
coming disaster. The storm swept down so sud- 
denly after the Supper, that it seemed to take 
them by surprise in spite of the warnings which 
He had given them. In this great chapter we 


have the cure for troubled hearts: Jt is fatth:. 


Faith in God; Faith in God the Father, Faith 
in God the Son, Faith in God, the Holy Spirit. 


I. Faith in the Father: ‘Ye believe in God”; 
Verses 1,2,6-13,16,28. 


Jesus came to reveal the Father; the only 
begotten Son, Who dwelt in the bosom of the 
_ Father, came to live and die in order that men 
“might know Thee, the only True God, and 
Jesus Christ, Whom Thou hast sent.” 


Jesus loved to talk about “My Father,” “your 
Father,” “our Father,” “The Father.” He sought 
to glorify His Father and finish the work which 
His Father had given Him to do. Wist ye not 
that I must be about My Father’s business, 
He said to His mother when she found Him as 
a boy in the temple, (or, “In My Father’s 
house’). “Father, into thy hands I commend 
my spirit,” He said on the cross, as He died. 


‘Faith in the Father; faith in the God Who 
has revealed Himself in the Bible, and in the 
face of Jesus Christ, will cure troubled hearts. 
Our Father is not like the God of the Deist, 
Who is cold and distant, taking no interest in 
His children. He is the God described by the 
psalmist when he says, Like as a father pitieth 


his children so the Lord pitieth them that fear 


Him, and in many other passages in the Old 
as well as the New Testament. Our Father 
knows that we have need of the many “things” 
about which we are sometimes anxious. Fear 
not, little flock, for it is the Father’s good pleas- 
ure to give you the kingdom. He is with us 
in our times of trouble and trials, when we 
pass through the fire or the water. The picture 
which we have of our Father in the Bible com- 
forts our hearts. 


In this chapter Jesus tells us many things 
about the Father: In my Father’s house are 
many mansions; If ye had known me ye should 
have known my Father also; He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father; I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me; I go unto my Father; 
that the Father may be glorified in the Son; I 
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will pray the Father and He shall give you 
another Comforter: etc. Sixteen times in these 
thirty-one verses He says something about His 
Father. We need never be worried or anxious 


when we have such a loving Heavenly Father 


Who cares for us. 


II. Faith in the Son: “Believe also in me.” 


Faith in Jesus Christ, God’s Son, is a cure for 
troubled hearts. He is the express image of the 
Father. He not only reveals His Father, but 
He reveals Himself as a loving compassionate 
Saviour of men. 


Jesus was always curing troubled hearts. From 
the time of His first miracle, when He cured 
the worried heart of His mother — troubled 
over a somewhat trivial matter, that of the 
wine giving out — to the last word He spoke 
to her from the cross, as the sword was piercing 
her soul, He was constantly healing somebody’s 
broken heart. To heal the broken-hearted was 


_ part of His mission. He was the Great Physician 


Who had the power to heal all manner of sick- 
ness and all manner of disease, bringing health 
and peace. To all sorts of men and women He 
spoke words of comfort and encouragement in 
their times of need. 


His works, His words, His life, were all parts 
of the proof that He was the Son of God. In 
this chapter He claims to be one with God, the 
only way by which men can come to the Father. 
“T am the way, the truth, and the life; no man 
cometh unto the Father but by me.” Now, faith 
in Christ, the Son of God, is a wonderful cure 
for troubled hearts. His life, as He bore our 
sicknesses and carried our sorrows; His ministry, 
as He stretched out a loving hand to all who 
needed Him; His words of peace and comfort; 
all contributed to the healing of broken hearts. 
He never turned away anyone who came with 
their burdens or sorrows; instead, He invited 
them to come to Him, saying, “Come unto me 
all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will 
give you rest.”” He is the same, yesterday, today, 
and forever. He still invites us to come and 
bring our burdens to Him. He is a faithful and 
merciful High Priest, able to succor and sustain 
us and give peace to our troubled hearts. Peace 
I leave with you; my peace I give unto you. One 
of the most popular and loved hymns is, What 
a Friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs 
to bear. Many of our hymns are saturated with 
this thought. He is an All-sufficient Saviour. 


III. Faith in the Holy Spirit: 
“Another Comforter.” 


Not only does Jesus tell us much about bhi 
Heavenly Father, and about Himself in this 
chapter, but He promises them another Com- 
forter Whom they will send to be with them 
so that they will not be comfortless. He speaks 
of the Holy Spirit as One Whom He will send, 
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and the Father will send. He tells them that it 
is expedient for them that He go away. This 
is a most precious and important promise. It 
is one that we can rejoice in today. 


The Holy Spirit does many things. He comes 
to convict the world of sin and of righteousness 
and of judgment. It was the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the hearts of the people at Pentecost 
that caused them to cry out, Men and brethren, 
what shall we do? It is the work of the Spirit 
today to so move the conscience and heart that 
men will turn from sin unto Christ. The Holy 
Spirit regenerates. Nicodemus came to Jesus 
and was told that he must be born again, and 
when this ruler asked, How? Jesus told him 
about the work of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
guides into all truth. He enlightened the mind 
of Peter so that he understood the meaning of 
Old Testament prophesies, and could preach 
Christ to them. He guided the men of the Old 
Testament and New as they wrote. He guided 
the Church in all its activity. The Acts of the 
Apostles might well be called, “The Acts of 
the Holy Spirit.” It was He Who led Paul in 
his missionary journeys. 


The Holy Spirit is here called “The Com- 
forter,” or The One called alongside to help. 
He helps in every time of need, but especially 
when our hearts are sad and sorrowful. 


There are many things which trouble our 
hearts in these days. Some are what people call 


the “Big Problems,” or the “World Problems,” 
and we certainly have plenty of these. Every 
way we turn our eyes there is a ‘““Trouble-spot,”’ 
it seems. To read the papers or listen to the 


news is enough to make us jittery and fearful. 


How can we keep. calm and have peace? The 
answer is found in this chapter. Have Faith 
in God, not in men, except as. they represent 
and follow Him. The Psalmist says that we 
cannot trust men of “high degree,” or of “low 
degree’; we must put our trust in God. Over 
and over again we are exhorted to trust only 
in Him. Let us trust the Triune God; He is 
our Father, our Saviour, our Comforter. The 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, all unite 
to calm our hearts. 


Then, we have our “Little Problems,” our 
Personal Problems. They are not small to us. 
Where can we go for comfort? The Fourteenth 
Chapter of John has been the unfailing source 


of strength and comfort for God’s people. It — 


has been wet with the tears of suffering saints, 
tears which came from distressed and then re- 
lieved, hearts, as they found the comfort they 
needed. Let not vour heart be troubled; Be- 
lieve in God; Believe in me; We will send 
“Another Comforter’; Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid. Peace I leave 
with you; My peace I give unto you. 


Let us praise God for this beautiful part of 
His Word; the Words of Jesus as He sought to 
cure the aching hearts of His disciples. 


YO'ING PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR DECEMBER 2 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


What's The Answer? 


Scripture: II Chronicles 7:14; John 14:13,14; 
and I John 5:14,15. 


Hymns: “Abide With Me” 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 
“What A Friend We Have In Jesus” 


Program Leader: 

A lady medical missionary told of a very 
interesting thing that took place in 1948 as the 
Chinese Communists were over-running the 
country and driving out the missionaries before 
them. This particular missionary was left alone 
on her station with all her medical and hospital 
equipment. Word came that she would have 
to move her hospital to a new location hundreds 
of miles away. Things were in such a state of 
confusion that any kind of transportation was 
impossible to arrange. There seemed to be no 
solution at all to her problem. Finally the day 
came when it was absolutely necessary to leave, 
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and with that day came a way of escape. Just 
at the right time, and without any previous 
planning or knowledge on her part, space on 
a naval vessel was made available for her and 
her equipment. To make the story even more 
amazing, the vessel was bound for the very place 
which had been chosen as the new location for 
her hospital. 


It is thrilling to hear of that remarkable ex- 
perience, and it must have been even more thrill- 
ing to have actually experienced that modern 
miracle. According to the missionary, though, 
there was a good reason for God’s gracious in- 
tervention at that particular time. That event- 
ful day was the same day that her name ap- 

ared for prayer in the Day By Day dévotional 

ooklet. On that particular day thousands of 
people all over our church were offering special 
prayers for that lady and her work for the Lord. 
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She was privileged to see their prayers answered 


in a very wonderful way. 


From the teachings of the Scriptures, from 
stories such as the one just considered, and from 
our Own experience we know that God does 
answer prayer. What we sometimes fail to realize 
is that He answers prayers in different ways 
—in ways that often differ from our expecta- 
tions. In this program we want to renew our 
conviction that God does answer all our prayers, 
and we want to remind ourselves of some of the 
various ways in which God does answer prayers. 


First Speaker: : 

The answers to prayer which we recognize 
most readily are those which come immediately 
and in the very way we expect them to come. 
You find yourself in a very trying situation, 
you do not know what to say or do, so you ask 
the Lord to show you, and at once the right 
words come to your tongue. Again, you may 
suddenly find yourself faced by great sorrow 
or disappointment, you think it is more than 
you can bear, but you ask the Lord to help you, 
and immediately you receive His strength and 
peace. (Ask the young people to relate specific 
answers to prayer of this kind which they have 
experienced.) 


Second Speaker: 

Sometimes God answers our prayers im- 
mediately, but in ways which we had not ex- 
pected. It has been suggested that when Paul 
on the Damascus road prayed, “Lord, what wilt 


thou have me to do?”, he hoped to begin his — 


work of witnessing without delay. The Lord 


answered his prayer, but not with immediate. 


opportunities to begin his great ministry of 
preaching and teaching. First, God sent Paul 
into the wilderness to learn patience, wisdom, 
and faith. 


When we ask for one specific thing and in 
its stead receive another, it is because God knows 
what is best. We need to be open minded, so 
that we can recognize God’s answers even when 
they are not exactly according to our plans and 
expectations. There are so many times when 
God’s gifts to us are far better than what we 
had hoped for. (Ask the young people to share 
some of the unexpected answers to prayer that 
they have received.) 


Third Speaker: 

There are other times when God answers 
our prayers by saying, “Wait awhile.” Monica, 
the mother of Augustine, prayed for her son 


for many years. For a time it seemed that he 


grew morally and spiritually worse instead of 
better. He became more deeply involved in 
sin and he seemed to be making no progress 
toward belief in Christ. In spite of the discour- 
agements, Monica continued to pray. She knew 
that delay did not necessarily mean denial, and 
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in time she lived to see her son yield himself 
to Christ and become one of the most useful 
servants in the history of the Christian church. 


John Bunyan spent twelve years in Bedford 
jail. It has been suggested that he surely must 
have prayed many times to be released, but God 
said, ““Not yet,’’ and God used the time Bunyan 
spent there to bring forth Pilgrim’s Progress 
which has been a blessing to millions of people. 
We must all learn that God has good and suf- 
ficient reasons for delaying to answer our re- 
quests. (Ask for personal experiences with post- 
poned answers to prayer.) | 


Fourth Speaker: 

The most difficult answers to prayer for us 
to accept and understand are the times when 
God says, “No,” to our requests. We must rec- 
ognize that those times do come. Paul prayed 
that his thorn in the flesh might be taken away, 
but God did not grant his request. Jesus prayed 
that, if possible, He might not have to drink 
the cup of sorrow and suffering, but it was not 
possible for it to be passed by. As for us, the 


_ Bible says that we know not what we should 


ray for as we ought, so we are certain to ask 
or things which God, in His wisdom and love, 
cannot give us. When we do receive an answer 
of “No” to our prayers, we must remember that 
God deals with us according to His wisdom, 
love and mercy. (Read Matthew 7:9-11.) Ask 
the young people to tell of some of their prayers 
which have received ‘‘No” answers.) 


WHY EVERY BIBLE READER 
SHOULD OWN 


STRONG'S EXHAUSTIVE 
CONCORDANCE of the Bible 


by JAMEs STRONG 


@ Strong’s makes Bible study more 
thorough, more convenient, more 
rewarding. It lists alphabetically 
every word, in every passage in 
which it occurs. With only one key 
word, you can quickly and easily 
find the passage you seek. 

@ Strong’s is a basic library of four | 
complete books— 

Main Concordance 
Comparative Concordance 
Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 
Greek Dictionary 
@ Strong’s is a lifetime possession 
for everyday use—an essential tool 
for every minister, student, teacher, 

every Bible reader. 
1809 Pages 9x12 Inches 
$11.50 
Thumb Indexed, $12.75 
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Alcohol and God’s Temple 


The Eighteenth Amendment has been re- 
pealed, but there has been no repeal of the liquor 
problem, for fifty million Americans drink alco- 


hol in wine, beer, and distilled spirits. The 


alchohol goes into the person’s stomach, which 


cannot change or digest alcohol, so very soon © 


it gets into the upper intestine and from there 
gets into the blood stream. The blood makes 
a round trip throughout the body in about a 
half-minute. Alcohol goes everywhere the blood 
goes and all the time it is exerting its power 
as a poison to that person’s brain, which 1s 
affected first. 


Alcohol begins by dulling the powers of at- 
tention, judgment, and discrimination. Some 
other harmful things of alcohol are: it fails to 
provide vitamins, minerals and proteins, and 
may lead to nutritional diseases; it cannot be 
stored in the body and so does not build a 
reserve »f calories; it is not used to build or 
repair ills; it slows reactions, reduces endurance, 
and causes the loss of co-ordination; it depresses 
the higher brain centers which control volun- 
tary behaviour; it is a depressant, not a stimu- 
lant; it develops chronic inflammation of the 
stomach, deficiency diseases, and reduces the re- 
sistance of the individual to numerous other 
diseases such as pneumonia and heart disease; it 
is habit -forming, thus weakening the person’s 
will-power and lessening the power of judgment. 


Alcohol makes a person slow and dull in mind 
and body, makes him do poorer work and less 
work, makes a driver take risks, lessens his hear- 
ing, vision and judgment, hinders the co-ordina- 
tion of his nerves and muscles, makes him slower 
in deciding what to do, and it hinders the judg- 
ment, thinking, co-ordination, spirit of sports- 
manship and endurance of an athlete. 


We know that smoking and alcohol are in- 
jurious to the health and efficiency of the body, 
so we must keep our bodies strong and efficient, 
not only for our own sakes but for the sake of 
God, who gave us our bodies. The Christian’s 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit — “Know 
ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that 
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? If any man 
defile the temple of God, him will God destroy; 
for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye 


are. 


Here is our final challenge — “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
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service. And be not conformed to this world; 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and 
acceptable, and perfect will of God.” | 


—From a High School Presbyterian Student 


The Social Drinker 


The following communication has been re- 


ceved from a Mother who has now come to | 


see the terrible evil of serving alcoholic beverages 


to her guests. May many others heed this sin- — 


cere warning.—Ed. 


I have been through many different phases 
of thinking concerning liquor — Having been 
reared by devout persons who felt that Chris- 
tians could not drink or serve liquor, I did 
neither — Then, J, too, weak, stupid and im- 
mature in my Christian thinking, served it to 
my friends and joined in drinking high-balls 
myself. Several years ago, I woke up to realize 
that I could not put myself in the position of 
a Sunday school teacher to young people or 
as a mother to my fine children and continue 
to indulge, even if casually, in anything as 
potentially dangerous, as completely insidious 
as alcohol; so I quit but, coward that I am, 
I have continued to serve it to my friends who 
drink, trying to compromise with the Devil’s 
best weapon that “you are not your brother’s 
keeper” — But somehow a stronger, clearer 
voice has been ringing in my heart — “what- 
soever causeth thy brother to stumble” — and 
as I have grown older and seen the stark, bleak 
and ugly tragedies that this “harmless, little 
social habit” has brought upon thousands of 
innocent people, — as I have read newspaper 
accounts of the countless crimes committed by 
persons under the influence of liquor, I am con- 
vinced that at least ninety percent of the mur- 
ders, assaults, broken and shattered homes have 
been caused directly by drunkenness. 


Even among my friends, I have seen misery 
brought by this fashionable and seemingly in- 
nocent custom. Now, I hate liquor. No longer 
can I condone it in any way. I see the horrible 
“Monster” for what it actually is—I look past 
the glass into the suffering faces of hundreds 
and thousands of little children—TI see a terrified 
six year old boy struggling, begging, pleading 
for his life as a drunken maniac attempts to 
strangle him and finally shoots him through the 
head. I see a sweet little girl being beaten un- 


mercifully by a drunken mother until her 


maimed and broken body lies still and quiet — 
I see pitiful, pleading childish faces that should 
be happy but are full of misery and frustration 
as they watch one parent murder the other in 
a drunken fit of temper. I see other little babies 
neglected and weeping piteously for the mother 
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who is sitting in a drunken stupor at some cock- 
tail lounge. 


-I see these pictures—Yes, I see sin in action! 
I see sin, stripped of all its glamour, its sophis- 
ticated charm. I see it ugly, base, cruel, loath- 
some. I see it through the high-ball glass. No, 
I can never again offer the stuff to anyone. My 
conscience rebels. God forgive me for ever 
being “fooled” by it. His Word through the 
ages has warned — “at last it biteth like a ser 
pent and stingeth like an adder.” 3 


This tract may be purchased at $1.00 per 100, 
postpaid. Stamps acceptable. 
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“The Most Perfect Language” 


The only language that is understandable 
throughout the whole world is the language of 
a human life. When we who are Christians give 
to the world the pattern of a life which has 
that within it which does appeal to men, then 
men will want to know how such a life may 
be acquired, how they may be gathered into 
that fellowship which can and does bind to- 


gether those of every nation and race, a fellow- 


ship binding men to each other and to God 
—a God who has for each one a love unfailing, 
unlimited, unwearying, who longs to gather each 
and all of us into that fellowship. 


From the experience gained by more than 
forty years spent in a non-Christian land, I 
know that it is the LIVES of Christian leaders 
which speak to the hearts of men far more pow- 
erfully than the most perfect language. I read 
somewhere, though I cannot trace the reference, 
the following words: “God is the one quiet, un- 
hurried worker in the universe. He has eternity 
in which to do things. What Jesus had to do 
was just to live his life, to render Christianity 


into the simplest language of daily work and 


rest. He did not at first demand men’s alle- 
giance; perhaps he did not denounce their sins. 
But he won their allegiance by the spiritual 
attraction is life, and sinners in his presence 
began wishing to be like him.” | 


Is it not true that what is needed today, as 
in all the years since Pentecost, is for the ordi- 
nary Christian to bear witness to the fact that 
here and now he is in possession of the life 
which is life indeed, a life which he longs to 
Share with every soul whom God sends into 
his life? Unless and until that witness becomes 
more real and arresting, no skill in proclaiming 
the Gospel in language acceptable to the modern 
mind can hope to be really effective. 


—Indian Village Service News 
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Slow Me Down, Lord 


Slow me down, Lord! Ease the pounding of 
my heart by the quieting of my mind. Steady 
my hurried pace with a vision of the eternal 
reach of time. Give me, amid the confusion of 
the day, the calmness of the everlasting hills. 
Break the tensions of my nerves and muscles 
with the soothing music of the singing streams 
that live in my memory. Help me to know 
the magical, restoring power of sleep. Teach 
me the art of taking minute vacations—of slow- 
ing down to look at a flower, to chat with a 
friend, to pat a dog, to read a few lines from 
a good book. 


Remind me each day of the fable of the hare 
and the tortoise, that I may know that the race 
is not always to the swift; that there is more 
to life than increasing its speed. Let me look 
upward into the branches of the towering oak 
and know that it grew great and strong because 
it grew slowly and well. | 


Slow me down, Lord, and inspire me to send 
my roots deep into the soil of life’s enduring 
values that I may grow toward the stars of my 
greater destiny. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

—The Notwen Club 


Huge Cross Planned for Illinois 


Governor William G. Stratton of Illinois 
pledged support of a nation-wide campaign to 
raise three million dollars for erection of a huge 
cross in his state, described as the largest cross 
in the world. | 


The General Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
sponsor of the project, plans to erect a 500-foot 
cross and chapel atop Bald Knob, a hill in 
Shawnee National Forest near Carbondale, II- 
linois. It will be dedicated to greater unity 
of thought and effort among the major Chris- 
tian faiths. 


Leaders of the project said they will seek to 


have Bald Knob’s name officially changed to 
Mount Calvary, and to have the section of II- 


linois State Highway 127 bordering its base ~ 


redesignated as ““The Way of the Cross.” Easter 
sunrise’ services have been held on Bald Knob 
since 1937. —Exchange 


The Moodv Bible Story Book 
NOW SELLING AT $3.95 


@ Large, clear, easy-to-read type 

@ 639 pages (6x9 inches) 

@ 164 two-color illustrations 

@ Over 400 stories in short chapters 
@ Attractive full-color jacket 


ORDER FROM 
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News 


THE GENERAL FUND AND 
INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Statement of Receipts 
Jan. 15 - October 31, 1956 


THE GENERAL FuND AGENCIES 


Budget for 1956 $846,581.00 
Received from Jan. 15th through 
October 31, 1956 371,477.94 
Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 43.88 
Balance needed for the year 475,103.06 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Budget for 1956 $21,495.00 
Received from Jan. 15th through 

October 31, 1956 11,732.60 
Percentage of annual budget | 

received to date 55.00 
Balance needed for the year 9,762.40 

World Mission Receipts 

Budget for 1956 $3,300,000.00 
Receipts to date 2,331,351.08 
Percentage of annual budget 

received for 1956 70.64 
Balance needed for 1956 968,648.92 


Board of Church Extension 
Report of October 1956 


Budget 1956 $1,400,000.00 
Receipts to date 597,722.65 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date | 42.69 
Balance needed for the year 802,277.35 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta—The General Council of the Presby-. 


terian Church, U.S. in its annual fall meeting here 
Oct. 30-31, re-elected as its chairman for a third 
year Dr. J. Fara Van Meter, physician from Lex- 
ington, Ky. At the same time it named Dr. Emmett 
B. McGukin, pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
Lynchburg, Va., to succeed Mr. Everett Repass of 
Salem, Va., as vice-chairman. Mr. Repass’ term 
on the Council expired in the spring of 1956. 


The Council devoted much of its meeting to 
hearing reports of special committees, including 
— created as the result of General Assembly 

ions. 


Important among these is the committee named 
to study the effectiveness and efficiency of the 
present organizational structure of the Church, as 
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created by the Plan of Reorganization of 1949. 
The General Assembly asked that the Council ap- 
praise the results of the reorganization. Dr. C. E. 
Mount, of Cape Girardeau, Mo., is chairman of 
the committee which brought in a report. It states 
that: “‘The widespread impression seems to be that 
it (the reorganization plan) is an effective aid in 
furthering the work of the Church. Those who 
developed the plan did their work well.” 


The study also brought out that despite ex- 
panded services, as directed by the General As- 
sembly, administrative costs in boards have re- 
mained the same or been reduced from comparable 
“executive committees.” A final report will be 
presented to the Council at its spring meeting, 
for consideration and transmission to the General 
Assembly of 1957. 


Another committee reported on its study of the 
need for a lectionary for the Church, stating that 
it did not feel that the Church should publish a 
lectionary at this time. It asked that the Council 
continue the committee, however, to seek closer 
cooperation of all agencies giving daily Bible read- 
ings for use by the members of the Church. Dr. 
Tom A. Fry, Jr., of Atlanta, is chairman of the 
committee. | 


A third study, on the need for a central treas- 
urer for all Assembly agencies is under way by 
special committee of the Council but had no report 
at this time. 


Of the three regular committees of the Council, 
only the Program Committee had important recom- 
mendations to the body at this session. The Pro- 
gram Committee’s recommendations were approved, 
and will be proposed to the General Assembly next 
year. These include the proposal that the Forward 
With Christ program end in 1957 as planned, and 
that no special program be inaugurated for 1958, 
“but that all agencies and churches be urged to 
use this time for the promotion of the regular 
program of the Church”’. 


The Program Committee also proposed that the 
Division of Radio and Television be asked to en- 
courage its Presbyterian Hour speakers to follow 


_ the General Assembly’s emphasis for 1957 on Stew- 


ardship and Christian Citizenship. 


On recommendation of this committee, the Coun- 
cil also named the Rev. Lewis Patrick of St. Louis, 
and the Rev. Flynn V. Long of Fort Worth, as 
members of the Plan Book Committee. 


The Budget and Stewardship Committee Chair- 
man, Mr. A. Walton Litz of Little Rock, Ark., 
announced that the committee’s important spring 
meeting for advance work on the budget of the 
Church, will be in Atlanta February 18, beginning 
at 7:30 p.m., and running through Feb. 20. 


Thomson—tThe Rev. Robert D. Earnest has ac- 
cepted a call to become the Executive Secretary 
of the Presbytery of Augusta-Macon effective 
January 16, 1957. Mr. Earnest is at present Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of the Presbytery of Louisiana, 
with offices in Baton Rouge, La. Announcement 
of his acceptance of the call was made by the 
Rev. Robert Dobbins of Thomson, Ga., stated clerk 
of the Presbytery of Augusta-Macon. 


Thirtieth Anniversary of 
Rabun Gap - Nacoochee School 
Thirty years ago this season Rabun Gap - 


Nacoochee School came into being. On October | 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Pa 
as 


| 

d 

re 

j 

j 

P 

t 

t 

| m 

be 

to 


12, 1956, at synod’s meeting in Macon, Ga., 
by a standing, unanimous vote the consolida- 
tion of Rabun Gap Industrial School and the 
Nacoochee Institute into one school was a 

proved. Friends of Rabun Gap Industrial School 
promised to raise $150,000 to build a new school 
at Rabun Gap and to pay off accumulated debts. 


Today the Rabun Gap - Nacoochee school 
mcludes a Christian High School with dormi- 
tories for 50 boys and 50 girls. The main build- 
ing has been extended to include a beautiful 
chapel and a library and auditorium. The chapel 


of the school is also used for services by the 


local Presbyterian Church. Recently a new 
shop building has been completed. The school 
is a service to the community with 120 local 
students attending as day students at the High 
School along with the 100 dormitory students. 


There is an adult education project carried 
on at the school called the Farm Family Pro- 
gram. Fourteen school farms are available to 
families who want to learn better farming meth- 
ods and send their children to the school. ‘These 
farms are available for a family to live in for 
a ten year period. 


LOUISIANA 


Alexandria—Dr. S. J. Patterson, Jr., secretary 
of men’s work, spent a busy week in the Louisiana 
Synod, Oct. 21-28. He attended training sessions 
and rallies and spoke in Lake Charles, New 
Orleans, Opelousas, Alexandria, Shreveport and 
Camp Alabama, climaxing his visit with a Sunday 
night address at the Alabama Church, one of the 
outstanding rural churches in the South. 


On the itinerary were a leadership school, Synod 
and three Presbytery men’s council training ses- 
sions, two district rallies and one civic club address. 
He was accompanied by Rev. George Ricks, Baton 
Rouge, regional director. Ralph Brewer, Alex- 
andria, president of the Synod council, presided 
at the Alexandria meeting and attended the Lou- 
isiana Presbytery rally at Crowley, the Presbytery 
training sessions at Opelousas and the two district 
rallies at Shreveport and Camp Alabama and the 
Red River Presbytery council training session. 


MISSISSIPPI 


Canton — A $55,000 educational building was 
dedicated at the First Presbyterian Church, Canton, 
recently, with Dr. Charles R. McCain, for seven 
years pastor of the church, preaching the dedi- 
catory sermon, and Mrs. Peter Marshall of Wash- 
ington, D. C., speaking later in the day to one 
: “ largest congregations in the history of the 
church. 


Mrs. Marshall spent ten years of her childhood 
in Canton when her father, the Rev. John A. Wood 
was pastor of First Church here. The widow of 
the distinguished minister of New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in Washington told her audi- 
ence that present-day people seem to be afraid 
to ask God for the big things in life. She urged 
that people use three yardsticks with which to 
measure their dreams: first “what we want must 
be in accord with our own being; second, we have 
to abide by God’s rules; and third, we have to 
want our dream with our whole heart and know 
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— of time whether what we want is God’s 
wi 


At the morning service, Dr. McCain reviewed 
the progress and growth of the church during the 
past seven years. 


Following the afternon address a reception in 
honor of Mrs. Marshall was held in the new edu- 
cational building. 


Hollandale—The Presbytery of Central Missis- 
sippi held its quarterly State Meeting on October 
18th in the First Presbyterian Church of Lexing- 
ton, Rev. Hayes Clark, Minister, and a brief 
adjourned meeting in the Canton First Church, 
Dr. Chas. R. McCain, Minister, on October 24th. 


The Retiring Moderator, Ruling Elder Leroy B. 
Allen of the Leland Church, brought the opening 
message. Rev. E. C. Brasington, Minister of the 
Leland Church, was elected Moderator, and Dr. 
John Reed Miller of the Jackson First Church 
was elected Vice Moderator. : 


Evangelistic powers, and permission to labor 
outside the bounds of the Presbytery, were granted 
to Rev. David L. Parks, who has been appointed to 
World Mission service in Korea. 


The Presbytery voted disapproval of both of the 
proposed amendments sent down by the General 
Assembly: that to the Book of Church Order on 
the ordination of women, and that to the Con- 
fession of Faith on Marriage and Divorce. 


Presbytery approved as a Candidate for the 


‘Ministry, Mr. James Albert Turner, of the Louis- 


ville First Church, a student at Belhaven College 
in Jackson. 


At the lunch hour, members of Presbytery vis- 
ited the site, three hundred acres, about four miles 
from Lexington, which Presbytery has voted to 
Arras for development as a camp and conference 
site. 


Rev. George F. Johnson, of the Ackerman group, 
was dismissed to Ouachita Presbytery, in order that 
he may serve the Star City and Mt. Zion churches. 
Rev. E. L. Gage, of the Mt. Salus church at Clinton, 
was dismissed to New Orleans Presbytery, in order 
— he may serve the First Street Church in New 

rleans. . 


The January Stated Meeting will be held in the 
Canton First Church on January 17, 1957. 
W. A. Gamble, Stated Clerk 


TENNESSEE 


Jackson—A very significant action in the Ten- 
nessee Men’s Council when they met Oct. 26-27, in - 
Jackson, Tenn., was launching of a. concentrated 
effort to present the total program of the Church 
to all local Men’s groups. 


Action taken at the Council urged that the 
Council undertake to present the total program 
of the Church to the men of every local church 
in the Synod, either through Round Tables or by 
personal visits on the part of Council members. 
We will especially explain the Men’s Work Calen- 
dar and present the manual, “The Work of The 
Church—Whose Responsibility?” and seek to dili- 
gently explain the Men’s Work. 


A full attendance at the meeting heard encourag- 
ing reports concerning the Men’s Work in the 
Synod of Tennessee, and made plans for their 
work during 1957. 
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Mr. E. A. “Andy’’ Andrews, Jr., director of 
Program and Plans of the Division of Men’s Work 
in Richmond, Va., was in charge of the training 
session held the first afternoon of the meeting. 
At the Friday evening session the council heard 
the report of the regional director, the reports 
from the presbytery presidents, and from min- 
isters, representing the synod and the presbyteries. 
A social hour followed the business meeting. 


The council heard plans for the Men’s Conven- 
tion to be held in Miami, Fla., October, 1957 from 
Mr. Quinton Edmunds of Jackson. Mr. Cliff 


Milton, of Memphis, program chairman, reported © 


detailed plans for the Men’s Conference to be held 
at NaCoMe, May 31 through June 2, 1957. Dr. 
Reuben Crawford, Fayetteville, presented the fi- 
nancial report, and the 1958 budget was adopted. 


One action of the council taken at this meeting 
was to agree to have as continuing projects: the 
full support and betterment of the Men’s Confer- 
ence at NaCoMe each summer; and full support 
of the Miami Convention in 1957, with real effort 
being put forward to reach the Tennessee Synod’s 
quota of 400 men attending the convention; and 
support of the school for leaders. They further 
pledged their continuing efforts to call to the at- 
tention the men the necessity to volunteer as 
teachers in the Sunday School, especially in the 
Children’s department; and to recognize and show 
the need, and the importance of having men to 
—— for the Youth Conferences and the Pioneer 

amps. 


VIRGINIA 


Montgomery Presbytery met in its 242nd Stated 
Meeting in the Blue Ridge Church of Ararat, Va., 
on Tuesday, October 30, 1956, at 10:00 A.M. 
oe were present 38 ministers and 46 Ruling 

ers. 


Ruling Elder A. B. Richardson was elected Mod- 
erator and Rev. John A. Ricks was nominated to 
be Moderator for 243rd Stated Meeting which is 
to be held on January 22, 1957, in the Presby- 
terian Church of Buchanan, Va. 


Plans were made to install Rev. Marion L. 
Church of Roanoke, Va. , 


Rev. Homer C. Holt was received into Presby 
tery and arrangements made to install him as 
pastor of the Campbell Memorial Presbyterian 
Church of Vinton, Va. , 


Rev. R. P. Hayes was dismissed to Lexington 
Presbytery in order that he may become pastor 
of the Craigsville Church. 


Rev. B. F. Sperow was dismissed to Holston 
Presbytery that he may accept work there. 


Presbytery voted to have an inter-Presbytery 
exchange of ministers with Lexington Presbytery 
evangelistic services in the spring 
of 1957. 


Presbytery approved the proposed Amendment I 
to the Book of Church Order concerning election 
of women to the office of Ruling Elder and 
Deacon. This was passed by a vote of 41-23. 


Presbytery disapproved proposed Amendment II 
concerning Chapter XXVI of the Confession of 
Faith by a vote of 63 to 4. 


wie overtured the General Assembly as fol- 
Ows: 
Whereas, the studies of marriage and divorce 
by our church courts during the past several 
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years have indicated the inadequacy of our 
present statement concerning divorce contained 
in paragraphs V and VI of Chapter XXVI of 
our Confession of Faith; and, whereas, the 
deletion of the two said paragraphs would 
result in our Church having no affirmative 
position on the matter of divorce; therefore, 
be it resolved that the Presbytery of Mont- 
gomery overture the General Assembly to con- 
tinue its study of this question in order to 
formulate a more satisfactory and positive 
statement of Church’s position on divorce. 


R. Gamble See 
William Goode 
W. W. Williamson, Chairman 


Presbytery voted to authorize a special offer- 
ing for Hampden-Sydney College and Mary Bald- 


win College; the goal of which should be $1.00 | 


per member. 


=< 


THE TRIUMPH OF GRACE IN THE THE- 


OLOGY OF KARL BARTH. G. C. Berkouwer. 


Eerdman’s. $4.95. 


Dr. Berkouwer is becoming increasingly known 
as one of the great theological minds of the present 
generation. Five of his volumes have been pub- 
lished in our country and each has enhanced his 
reputation as a first-class scholar and Reformed 
theologian. 


The author is well qualified to evaluate Barth’s 
theology. He-has studied him carefully since the 


early 1920’s and has written extensively about him 


in books and periodicals. 


The first portion of this volume gives a detailed 
analysis of the teachings of Barth. He sets forth 
the thesis that one can characterize Barth’s the- 
ology “as a form of theological thinking in which, 
in ever broadening reflection and in consciously 
Christological concentrations, the triumph of grace 
stands central.’”’ This insight is applied to the chap- 
ters which deal with Barth’s view of such subjects 
as creation, election, reconciliation, and eschatology. 


It is obvious from the careful analysis given by 
Berkouwer that Barth’s theology suffers from a 
lack of loyalty to the infallible revelation of God 
in the Bible. Barth fails to accept the Scripture’s 
doctrine of the Scripture, and therefore he does 
not hold to the unique and inspired character of 
the Scripture as he should. 


Berkouwer points out one of the most dangerous 
teachings in the theology of Barth. It is that of 
universal election which is tantamount to universal 
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salvation. He says that Barth has attacked Calvin 
and the traditional doctrine of election because 
both have failed to teach universal election. He 
quotes Barth as saying that God’s triumph in 
election “‘very really embraces the world and the 
church, the non-Christians and the Christians.” 
On page 112 it would seem that Barth does not 
hold to universalism, yet in other portions of the 
book it appears that he does. 


In a later chapter dealing with this same subject 
Berkouwer makes this pertinent observation, ‘‘The 
error of universalism does not lie in glorifying in 
God’s grace, but in integrating grace into a system 
of conclusions which is in conflict with grace as 
a sovereign gift.’”’ Again he says, ‘‘Universalistic 
theology can still speak with great emphasis of the 


triumph of grace, but it becomes a general apri- | 
oristic conclusion which is torn loose from the > 


context of faith and from the real grace of God.” 
In this same connection he quotes a statement from 
T. F. Torrance that has a bearing on this point. 
Torrance asks, “Do we go behind Calvary to argue 
our way to a conclusion which, if we could reach 


by logic, would make the Cross meaningless?” | 


Berkouwer insists that there is but one answer to 
universalism and that is the teaching of the New 
Testament. That teaching is not uncertain. 


This volume will surely make a deep mark in 
the contemporary discussions of Barthianism. 
Berkouwer is always fair and objective. His 
analysis is keen and penetrating. We know of no 
appraisal of the theology of Barth that is as satis- 
fying and worthy of confidence. 


John R. Richardson 


THE HYMNODY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
i eee Louis F. Benson. John Knox Press. 
4.50. | 


Dr. Benson starts with the earliest days of the 
church in writing of the origin and development 
of hymns and other songs of praise. He discusses 
the ideals, content, history, and ministry of hymns 
in the church. One of his finest chapters evaluates 
present day hymns and hymn singing with par- 
ticular attention to guiding congregations. The 
author is convinced that hymns have a great in- 
fluence on the religious thinking of people. In 
fact, he says, next to the Bible it constitutes the 
greatest influence to form religious thinking. This 
volume will be informative to church musicians, 
ministers and anyone interested in the place of 
music in worship. 


as 


BIBLE FIRES. Robert G. Lee. Zondervan. $2.50. 


In this series of sermons on Bible characters, 
Dr. Lee looks far beyond the immediate circum- 
stances surrounding the character to picture for 
the reader a dramatic picture of what made the 
character react as he did. These passages tell us 
of a “fire” of God as it has visited upon Bible 
characters. Here is an adventure in good reading 
from a man who has made himself famous by 
his skill in expounding the Scriptures. 


THE STORY OF STEWARDSHIP. George A. 
E. Salstrand. Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. $3.50. 


Here we have a definitive history of steward- 
ship in the United States of America, from Co- 
lonial times to our present day. In the prepara- 
tion of this volume, the author has had the co- 
operation of all denominations and of several 
stewardship organizations in our country. His 
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Westminster Press. 


large indicates another rich source 
of information. This is a book for pastors and 
all who have any responsibility for the support 
of religious work and institutions. It is a power- 
ful stimulus to Christian stewardship upon the 
part of all who read it. The treatment is compre- 
hensive and fair. The book shows how far we 
have come in Christian stewardship and creates 
an incentive to go the rest of the way. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN ENTERPRISE. M. W. 
Armstrong, L. A. mers and C. A. Anderson. 


This book records from American Presbyterian 
sources the lives of men and women who were 
the Presbyterian Church from Colonial times to 
the present. From the stories told here, it is a 
striking and unescapable conclusion that the Pres- 
byterians have exerted a far wider influence on 
American life than their comparatively small num- 
bers would suggest. 


The book is divided into three parts. The first 
deals with Colonial Presbyterianism presenting 
minutes of the first Presbytery in 1706 and the 
organization of the church down to the adoption 
of the Standards. Part 2 deals with the develop- 
ment of the church from the close of the Revolu- 
tion down to the end of the Civil War. The third 
part of the book covers Presbyterianism from 1870 
to the present. The last chapter relates the work 
of mee Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., from 1937 
to 1956. 


“UNDERSTANDING AND COUNSELING THE 
ALCOHOLIC.” Howard J. Clinebell, Jr. Abing- 
don Press. $3.75. 3 


One of the most pressing and perplexing prob- 
lems of our day is alcoholism. This book is writ- 
ten for those who want to help in contributing 
something to the solution of this problem. It 
offers practical suggestions as to how to handle 
the alcoholic who comes seeking counsel]. Specifi- 
cally it is designed to be an aid to the person 
who wishes to apply religious resources more ef- 
fectively to the problem of alcoholism. The author 
shows that adequate understanding of the prob- 
lem: is a first essential in dealing with this wide- 
spread and persistent evil. He holds that without 
the solid foundation of understanding, counseling 
tends to be misdirected and ineffective. 


The second part of this volume is written to 
help the reader profit by the experience of those 
religious groups which have been especially con- 
cerned with helping alcoholics. It presents three 
varied types of religious approaches to alcoholism 
with an evaluation of the strength and weakness 
of each, together with a psychological analysis of 
how each operates. It also describes the dynamics 
of the process by which religion can provide a 
psychological and spiritual substitute for alcohol 


and thus become a solution to the problem of alco- 


holism. 


It should be pointed out that this work is not 
primarily a study of either the ethics of social 
drinking or the problems that arise from im- 
moderate use of alcoholic beverages in our coun- 
try. The book limits itself to one problem area, 
namely the sickness called alcoholism. 


The author believes that in all the dark history 
of the handling of the problem of alcoholism the 
brightest ray of hope and help is Alcoholics Anon- 
ymous. He states that this organization has to 
its credit 130,000 individuals who have been won 
to sobriety and lives of usefulness. 
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